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THE NEW CADET: A SUMMARY IMPRESSION

The typical new cadet in the Class of 1975 is 18 years old, and his home is
over 500 miles from West Point. His father has had some college, is a
businessman, military careerist, or a skilled worker, and earns a total
yearly income between $12,500 and $15,000. His mother is a high school grad-
uate.

In secondary school he had a B+ average and ranked in the top quarter of his
graduating class. He was elected president of one or more student organiza-
tions, won a varsity letter and became a member of a scholastic honor society.
Other experiences in high school typically included: voting in a student
election, tutoring another student, reading poetry not required in a course,
visiting an art gallery or museum, playing chess and attending religious ser-
vices. He has discussed sports, read about civil rights and discussed his
future with parents. He drinks beer but does not smoke.

The educational and career aspirations of the typical new cadet include the
earning of at least a master's degree. The reasons he noted as very impor-
tant in deciding to go to college were to get a better job, gain a general
education, and learn more about his interests. His reasons noted as very
important in selecting the United States Military Academy were the good
reputation of the college and the special educational program offered.

His current political preference is ''Middle of the Road' although he is more
conservative than other college freshmen. He feels the government is not
doing enough in controlling pollution or protecting the consumer; there is
too much concern in the courts for the rights of criminals; parents should
be discouraged from having large families; and women should get job equality.

In his opinion, colleges are too lax on student protests; the same perfor-
mance standards should be used in awarding degrees to all students; the chief
benefit of college is an increase in earning power; and students should help
evaluate faculty performance. Typically, he hopes to be an authority in his
field, keep up with political affairs, raise a family, and have an active
social life. Developing a philosophy of life is important, as is helping
others in difficulty. In self-rating of personal traits he rates himself
above average in academic, athletic and leadership ability. He also rates
himself above average in the drive to achieve and the understanding of others.
These dimensions represent a partial picture of the average new cadet in the
Class of 1975. The purpose of this report is to compare him with other col-
lege freshmen.




PREFACE

The United States Military Academy, in July 1971, participated for the sixth
time in the American Council on Education's (ACE) annual survey of the char-
acteristics of students entering college as first-time, full-time freshmen.
The major purpose of this ACE survey is to determine how students are affec-
ted by the college they attend; at the same time, it provides valuable
comparative data about various subgroups in the population of American col-
lege freshmen. West Point's participation in the survey permits a comparison
of entering Plebes with norms for other freshmen male students and with norms
for groups of schools with specific institutional characteristics.

On 1 July 1971, 1339 young men entered West Point as the Class of 1975. Of
this entering group, 1300 completed the ACE survey during the first week of
New Cadet Barracks. Out of the group that was tested, 166 reported prior
college experience. Since the national norms as published by the American
Council on Education1 deal exclusively with first-time, full-time freshmen,
this report presents the opinions and characteristics of 1134 Plebes without
prior college experience.

The ACE annual national norms survey collects data on secondary school and
socioeconomic background, values, interests, and activity patterns.2 A com-
parison of West Point cadets with norms for various types of undergraduate
institutions highlights the unique aspects of the US Military Academy student
body and as well, reveals similarities and differences between West Point and
other groups of schools. 3

Since the Federal Service Academies have a unique role in higher education,
there are no exactly parallel reference groups available for comparison pur-
poses. However, four reference or comparison norms of male freshmen are
used in this report: (1) all four-year colleges, (2) technical institutions,
(3) private universities, and (4) public universities. The four-year col-
leges are those public and private institutions which grant a bachelor's
degree. The private university-related colleges are those colleges under
private control which are parts of universities, while the public university-
related colleges fall under direct state and local government control.
Universities are defined as institutions which give considerable stress to
graduate instruction, which confer advanced degrees as well as bachelors'

l1the American Freshmen: National Norms for Fall 1971. ACE Research Report
Vol. 6, No. 6 (Washington, D.C.: Office of Research, American Council on
Education, 1971).

2The questionnaire is included as Appendix A,

3A11 of the questions in the original ACE 1971 Student Information Form,
which in turn were reported to participant institutions on the Data Summary
print-out, are included in this report with the following exceptions: (1)
concern about ability to finance college education; (2) source of finance
for first year of undergraduate education; (3) religion in which reared;
(4) marital status; (5) year finished secondary school.
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degrees in a variety of liberal arts fields, and which have at least two
professional schools that are not exclusively technological. Technical in-
stitutions are those with a technological curriculum; included in this
category are such institutions as the California Institute of Technology,
the Stevens Institute of Technology, and the Virginia Military Institute, as
well as all service academies.

The choice of a relevant comparison group for USMA is a judgment which should
be based upon one's purposes for drawing comparisons. Four-year colleges
provide a broad base for comparison, since they include all types of stu-
dents. Technical institutions and private university-related colleges
provide a more selective base for comparison because of their generally more
selective admissions policy and because they probably draw on the same pop-
ulation of high school graduates as USMA. Public university-related colleges
are presented because cadets often indicate that their alternative choices
for college come from this group. All four categories include a range of
highly selective and less selective colleges; the ACE sample was selected to
represent the national population of colleges in each cutegory.4

Another factor which must be recognized is that all data are self-reported
and in some instances are not entirely compatible, even with other self-
reported information obtained during the same general period of time. No
attempt has been made to verify independently any of the data in this report.
Conclusions drawn from the report must be tempered accordingly.

The reader is referred also to a report on the biographical characteristics
and achievements of the cadets who entered the Class of 1975.%

45 list of colleges incorporated in each of these norm groups is given in
Appendix B. The American Council on Education has included the Service
Academies, the Virginia Military Institute, and seven other technical in-
stitutions in the category of Technical Institutions. Since the Academies
constitute a large portion of the schools in this category, care must be
taken in interpreting comparative data between USMA and the Technical
Institution category. A conclusion that USMA cadets look like Technical
Institution students may in some cases be due solely to this "contamination"
of the technical institution norm group.

5Houston. John W., Fabian, John M., and Greco, David L., Characteristics of
the Class of 1975, Office of Institutional Research, September 1971.
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I. BIOGRAPHICAL AND SOCIOECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS

1. Age in years as of 31 December 1971

16 or younger
17
18
19
20
21

Older than 21

A e N AT

4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
Colleges Inst U U
USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)
0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 0 0.2%
2.0 3.0 3.4 2,9 7.4
77.0 75.3 78.7 79.3 80.2
18.1 16.4 15.0 14.3 10.9
2.0 1.7 1.6 1.0 0.4
0.8 0.6 0.4 0.5 0.2
0.1 3.0 0.8 2.0 0.6

The age distribution of new cadets is narrower than for the other categories
of institutions, being predominately centered in the 18-19 year old interval.

2. Racial Background

Caucasian/White
Negro/Black
American Indian
Oriental

Other

4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
Colleges Inst U U
USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)
93.9% 89. 5% 93.2% 96.1% 93.8%
3.9 8.8 4,5 2.6 3.5
0.4 0.9 0.5 1.0 0.6
1.1 0.5 1.2 0.6 1.7
1.9 1,7 1.9 1.4 1.9

Minority group representation in the Class of 1975 is greater than the norms
for public universities, approximately equal to that of technical institu-
tions and private universities, and lower than the levels in four year

colleges.

e

T g b

g

N A 0 SR s T 2




AT g

3. Relgsious Preference

USMA
Protestant 60.27
Roman Catholic 32.3
Jewish 1.2
Other 2.2
None 4.0

4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
Colleges Inst u U
(Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)
42.0% 44,.8% 42, 3% 28.8%
28.6 37.1 24.8 27.5
2.4 1.4 2.5 13.1
x}.7 5.5 9.8 7.8
15.3 11.2 19.6 23.2

The spiritual afiiliations and/or preferences of cadets range over a diverse
number of religions and in general match the diversity at other educational
institutions. It is interesting that fewer cadets have no religious pref-

erence than other students,

4. Distance from Home to College

USMA
10 or less miles 0.7%
11-50 miles 3.5
51-100 miles 7.7
101-500 miles 25.9
More than 500 62.3

miles

4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
Colleges Inst U U
(Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)
13.9% 9.4% 16.4% 13.6%
20,8 16.0 18.9 17.8
15.0 8.7 18.0 7.9
33.9 23.3 42,2 39.1
16.5 42.6 4.6 21.6

The more diverse geographical representation at the US Military Academy than

at other institutions is borne out by the above figures.

There is an inverse

relationship between the closeness of West Point and home for cadets, while
the norms indicate that other schools draw heavily from nearby communities

and states.
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college work.

Parents' Highest lLevel of Education

A. Pather's Education

Grammar school or less
Some high school

High school graduate
Some college

College degree

Post-graduate degree

B. Mother's Education
Grammar school

Some high school

High school graduate
Some college

College degree

Post-graduate degree

N e g G

public universities; while for private universities the median level of
mother's education is some college.

4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
Colleges Inst U U
USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)
4.2% 8.3% 5.7% 6.2% 3.9%
10.6 14.9 13.3 11.7 7.9 ;
i
26.6 30.2 29.9 28.9 20.8 i
19.6 16.6 19.6 18.6 17.1 !
=
25.6 19.1 21.2 23.3 27.3 | %
£
j
13.4 10.8 10.2 11.3 22,9 &
i
2.0% 4.7% 4.3% 3.7% 2.7% '
9.6 12,7 11.9 9.5 6.5
b
43.9 45.3 47.1 45.0 35.5 »&
22,9 17.3 13.4 20.5 22,2 =
19.2 16.2 15.5 18.3 25.7 | &
2.5 3.7 2.9 3.0 7.3 i
| 2
i
Approximately 39 percent of their fathers had received college degrees (grad- f
uate and/or undergraduate), while another 20 percent had taken at least some i ;
The median level of education for cadets' mothers is a high | 9
school graduate, as it is for four-year colleges, technical institutes, and i 4




i

&
-
L

6. Father's Occupation

i-Year Tech Pub Pvt
Colleges Inst U U
USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)
Artist (incl 0.4% 0.7% 0.7% 0.8% 1.3% A
performer)
Businessman 24.1 30.9 28.7 31.3 40.3
Clergyman 0.6 1.3 0.4 0.5 0.8
College teacher 0.9 0.8 0.7 1.0 P8 4 !
Doctor (MD, DDS) 0.7 2.2 0.8 2.1 6.5 !
Education (secondary) 3.7 2.7 3.0 2.3 . :
Elementary teacher 0.8 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.3 :
Engineer 9.1 6.9 9.9 10.1 9.7 g
Farmer or forester 2.4 5.1 2.2 7.8 1.4
Health professions 1.0 1,1 1.2 1.5 1.6 " ’
(non-MD) )
lawyer 0.8 1.4 1.0 1.4 3.7
Military career 16.9 3.0 8.5 2.0 1.4
Research scientist 0.4 0,5 0.5 1.0 1.6
Skilled worker 11.0 12,3 13.9 11.3 7.8
1 Semi-skilled worker 6.2 8.0 6.8 6.4 4.7
: Unskilled worker 1.9 3.8 3.3 2.7 1.7 2
Unemployed 0.9 1.1 0.8 0.8 0.7
Other 18.2 17.6 17.1 16.6 12.6 .

The major differences between new cadets and other freshmen, in terms of
father's occupation, arise in the large proportion of cadets whose fathers
are military careerists.
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(‘ ~ 7. Estimated Total Parental Income last Year

4~Year Tech Pub Pvt
Colleges Inst U U

USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)

Less than $4,000 1.5% 4.6% 1.7% 2.9% 2.0%
$4,000-5,999 3.3 6.5 3.8 4.3 3.3
$6,000-7,999 5.7 8.9 6.9 7.5 4.7
$8,000-9,999 9.8 11.6 11.8 12.0 7.9
$10,000-12,499 19.6 17.4 19,5 18.3 13.4
$12,500~14,999 18.2 14.6 18.3 15.9 119
$15,000~19,999 20.8 15.3 19.5 17.3 16.8
$20,000-24,999 11.4 8.5 9.9 10.1 12.6
$25,000-29,999 4.8 4.1 4.3 4.7 7.3
$30,000 or more 4.9 8.4 4.4 7.2 20,2

For USMA cadets and in the first three norm groups presented above, the
median family income lies in the $12,500-14,999 range.
vate universities, the median family income is $15,000-19,999.

8. Prior Military Service

4-Year
Colleges
USMA (Male)
None 89.6% 96.7%
Yes, served in VN 0.2 1.6
Yes, no VN service 10.2 1.8

For students in pri-

Tech Pub Pvt
Inst U U
(Male) (Male) (Male)
96.7% 97.8% 99, 5%
0.3 1.2 0.2
3.0 1.0 0.3

A larger proportion of cadets have served in the Armed Forces than for other

norm groups.
Military Academy Preparatory School.

This may be a reflection of the input to

USMA from the U.S.
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II. SECONDARY SCHOOL GRADES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

9. Average Grade in Secondary School

4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
Colleges Inst U v

USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)

A or A+ 18, 9% 4,.8% 13.2% 6.1% 21.1%
A- 23.2 8.4 19,7 1.0 19.8
B+ 26.6 16.7 27.1 20.1 22.0
B 20,5 24,2 23.4 25.5 18.5
B- 6.6 17.9 X0, 1 18.4 10.3
O+ 2.9 16,4 4.6 12.5 6.1
c 1.0 11} 1.8 6.1 2.0
D 0 0.6 0 0.2 0.1

A larger proportion of Plebes reported average grades of "A" than did male
freshmen for ane of the rorm groups. Technical Institutions resembled USMA
in the proportion of entering ireshmen reporting average grades of B+ or

higher,

10. Academic Rank in High School Class

4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
Colleges Inst U U
USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)
Top quarter 83.1% 42,6% 74.9% 54.9% 72.7%
Second quarter 13.7 33.8 19.5 31.8 19.6
Third quarter 2.7 20.3 4.8 11.5 6.9
Fourth quarter 0.5 3.3 0.8 1.8 0.9

The excellent performance of the average new cadet in secondary school is
reflected in reported class rank. USMA again resembles most closely the
technical school norm. The average cadet graduated higher in his high school
than did students in the other categories of institutions above.
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. * 11. Secondary School Accomplishments {
1 U
- “ 4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
- § Colleges Inst U U
E g USMA (Male) (Male)  (Male)  (Male)
g Was elected president 37.1%*  22,5% 29.1% 21.8% 27.9%
E ] i of one or more student
2 organizations (recog-
E | nized by tke school)
. Won a varsity letter  78.0%x 52,7 59.2 45.6 44.6 i
(sports) i
Was a member of a 58.7** 23.4 49.3 29.4 48.0
scholastic honor
society
Received a high rating 8.2 9.5 7.9 10.6 9.4
: (good, excellent) in i
g a state or regional Sk
4 music contest %&
Participated in a 7.0 4.9 5.7 5.3 7.6

state or regional
speech contest

P a5t b

Had a major part in 18.6 16.6 14.0 16.3 15.9
a play !
Won a prize or award 2.5 4.6 3.5 4.7 3.8 z

in an art competition

Edited the school 9.9 9.7 9.2 9.0 15.2
paper, yearbook or .
literary magazine

Had poems, stories, 16.0 14.8 13.6 14.8 22.6
essays or articles
i - published

Participated in a % 0.9 1.8 1.0 3.9
National Science

5 Foundation summer
program

PP ST——

v

Placed (first, second 2.7 2,3 3.2 2.9 4.8
or third) in a state : 1
or regional science : |
contest ]

— National Merit 15. 8%x* 8.9 14.5 9.6 28.1 :

‘ i Recognition :




b T ——— RIS o RN TN
«
11. Secondary School Accomplishments (Continued) } %
X s
b The Secondary School accomplishments of new cadets shows a well-rounded pat- y
E‘ tern. A larger proportion of Plebes reported election as president of one =
« or more student organizations, winning a varsity letter and becoming a mem- :
f" ber of a scholastic honor society, than did male freshmen from any of the
'; norm groups,
4 ¢
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**Where a double asterisk is shown, the absolute difference between USMA 3
and one or more of the other categories of schools is 10 percent or i
greater. -
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III. EDUCATIONAL AND CAREER ASPIRATIONS

12, Highest Degree Planncd

4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
; Colleges Inst U U
i 2 USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)
None 4.2% 4.1% 2.9% 3.3% 2.5%
' Associate (or 0 1.1 0.1 1.0 0.1
equivalent)
Bachelors Degree 13, 5% 34.2 25.4 35.9 17.3
(BA, BS)
Masters degree 41, T** 31.0 43.6 29.2 25,3
(MA, MS)
Ph D or Ed D 26, 6%* 12.7 20.3 11.8 21.7
MD, DDS, or DVM 5.9%* 7.0 3.7 10.2 19.5
LLB or JD (2 7.1 3.3 7.0 12.2
C BD 0.2 0.8 0.2 0.2 0.2
Other 0.2 2.0 0.4 1.4 1.1 %
2
The aspirations of cadets for graduate education are quite high; a larger §

proportion of new cadets desire a graduate degree at the master's level or
above than freshmen in any of the norm groups. A surprisingly large number
of cadets aspire to earn a doctorate, continuing a trend established by

earlier classes. In addition to rising educational aspirations in general,
the percentage of new cadets interested in professional degrees (medicine, ;
law, divinity), while still small (13.8%) is significant. R

**Where a double asterisk is shown, the absolute difference between USMA
and one or more of the other categories of schools is 10 parcent or
greater.
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¢ 13. Major Fields of Study j
¢ ~
! Tech Pub Pyt
H Colleges Inst v v
USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)
! Agriculture (incl 0.9% 2.4% 0.4% 6.6% 0.1% ”
: forestry)
Biological Science 1,2 5.3 4.5 5.5 5.2
-
Business 2.3 16.7 9.0 12.4 9.9
Education 0.9 6.1 0.5 2.4 1.3
Engineering 16.4 10.7 40.8 14.9 16.0
English 0.4 1.6 0.7 1.2 1.8
Health professions 0.5 2.3 0.6 2.5 1.7
(non-MD)
History, Political 6.3 7.8 6.1 4.6 7.5 3
Science :
» * ;
Humanities 0.7 3.2 1.5 1.4 2.3 ) é E
. 4 |
Fine Arts 0.5 7.2 2.2 9.6 5.6 3 4
<‘_§ '.:.‘
Mathematics or 3.5 3.4 4.3 3.3 4.5 § 5
Statistics 3 ;
¥ ™
1 3
Physical Sciences 3.9 3.8 7.} 4.5 6.6 % y
i fi
Pre-Professional 10.3 13.5 6.1 16.7 26.9 * g
: Social Sciences 2.2 Tk 2.3 5.6 6.0 3
§
Other fields 1.8 4.7 4.0 5.9 2.7 " P’
; (technical) é
‘i 5 |
; Other fields 46.7 2.0 9.0 0.6 0.3 ‘:i |
t (non-technical) * »% |
1* 1
Undecided 1.4 2.3 1.1 2.4 1.6 {

The large number of cadets marking "other fields, non-technical" (46.7%),
is explained by the fact that "military science' was a sub-category of
"other fields."
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k 5 —m§ 14. Probable Career Occupation
L ! L-’ 4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
! Colleges Inst U U
| USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)
: Artist 0.4% 5.3% 1.0% 5.0% 4.0%
; > Businessman 2.3 14.8 8.2 11.6 9.7
% Clergyman 0.3 1.9 0.3 0.3 0.9
- College teacher 0.9 1.1 0.6 0.7 1.8
é Doctor (MD or DDS) 5.4 7.0 2.9 9.1 21.1
i Educator (secondary) 2.C 9.7 1.7 4.5 2.8
: Elementary teacher 0.1 1.3 0 0.3 0.2
Engineer 12.3 8.0 29.9 13.4 13.9
Farmer or Forester 1.0 2,7 0.7 5.8 0.4
Health Professions 0.5 3.1 1.0 5.0 1.8
(non-MD)
( ’ lawyer 6.5 8.5 8.2 8.6 13.4
% Nurse 0 0.1 0 0.2 0.1 ;
? Research Scientist 2.4 3.5 4.8 5.2 7.7 A
% Other choice 56.6 19.2 38.4 17.3 10.6 i
3
Undecided 9.3 13.9 7.4 13.2 11.7 3

e e
-

————
41
v o

» w AR A 000 B

"Other choice" includes military career as a sub-category, thereby accounting
for the large percentage in this category. A surprisingly large number
nonetheless indicated engineering as their most probable occupation. The

¢ differences in the number of those listing doctor or lawyer as a career oc-

: cupation versus those aspiring to medical or legal degrees (para 12) perhaps

can be interpreted as a reflection of those who aspire to be civilian doctors

or lawyers. }
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15. Reasons Noted as Very Important in Deciding to go to College

Parents wanted me to
gO

Contribute more to
my community

Get a better job

Gain a general
education

Improve reading/study
skills

Nothing better to do
Become more cultured
Make more money

Learn more about my
interests

Meet new/interesting
people

Prepare for graduate
(or preferred) school

A larger proportion of new cadets than freshmen in any of the norm groups
gave as reasons as very important in deciding to go to college:

R

4-Year Tech Pub Pvt

Colleges Inst U U %

UsmA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male) 4

27.9% 22,9% 21.1% 20.2% 20.1% j
24, B¢ 17.1 17.8 13.9 20.4
74.0 74.2 75.1 74.6 66.9
66. Ixx 56.5 58.1 52.8 64.2
21.2 28.3 17.5 17.5 15.8
1.8 2.0 1.5 2.4 2.7
28.5 26.4 25,0 21.5 25,1
46.8 52.8 49.2 54.4 43,1
57. 7% 64.4 66.2 65.6 72.2
27. 7** 39.0 32.0 37.6 43.2
48, 3%x 39.4 38.2 38.4 56.1

tribute more to my community," and 'to gain a general education."

proportion gave as reasons:

"to learn more about my interests,'

meet new and interesting people,

**Where a double asterisk is shown,

greater.

Al

the absolute difference between USMA
and one or more of the other categories of schools is 10 percent or

"to con- v
A smaller
and '"'to
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16. Reasons Noted as Very Important in Selecting this College

4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
| Colleges Inst U U
i USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)
i ——
' f Relatives wanted me - 16.3%** 6.6% 9.1% 5.3% 5.0%
to go
[ College has a good 82.9%* 38.8 64.2 38.3 59.3
: R reputation
| Most friends going 0.5 3.3 0.7 4.5 0.9
to this college
}
Low tuition © 30.4%* 12,6 20.9 19.2 1.9
Advice of someone 14.1 16.1 12.4 13.7 12.4
who attended
Special educational - 53.5%* 30.1 57.9 28.6 39.8
program offered
Not accepted any- 0.7 3.4 1.3 2.4 2.2
where else
Advice of guidance 4.8 7.0 5.2 4.1 6.4 3
counselor {
17. Need for Special Help--"Proportion of students who feel they need special
tutoring or remedial work in the following subjects:"
4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
Colleges Inst U i) i
USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male) %
. English 16.0% 20, 4% 19.0% 19. 5% 12.7%
Reading 10.4 11.9 12,6 13.6 9.8
. Mathematics 28.1 34.5 23.9 27.8 20.4 |
Social Studies 3.3 3.2 3.8 2.5 2.5
| Science 20.1 18.3 17.7 14.3 12.2
% Foreign language . 35.8%% 29,9 28,1 24.6 21.2
: (  **Where a double asterisk is shown, the absolute difference between USMA and
one or more of the other categories of schools is 10 percent or greater.
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IV. ATTITUDES, OPINIONS AND OBJECTIVES }
“«
18. Secondary School Activities
A. Secondary School Activities--"Students reporting that during the
last year they:"
4-Year Tech Pub Pvt )
Colleges Inst U U
USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male) 2
f :
Overslept and missed 17.7% 24,1% 17.0%  -21.8% 24.2% i\
a class %
Came late to class 59.7 55.4 50.9 ~-53.4 -56.6
Missed school because 1.9 1.9 1.1 1.8 2.0
of illness*
Studied in the library* 34.7 29.4 29.4 29.0 30.4
Checked out a library 39.4 38.2 37.7 38.3 40.8
book*
Typed a homework 19. 1 17.5 19.0 17.2 22,1 2 %
assignment* 3 ﬂ) 3
Were late with -75.2 72.7 70.4 70.8 -67.2 g 3
homework assignments ;
;.‘
Asked teacher for 21.3 23.0 21.0 20.7 26.8
advicex* ?
]
{g
Argued with teacher 46.6%*x* 57.2 -51.9 60.6 66.5 2
in class j
Had vocational --41.4 -45.1 -43.2 42.0 --35.8 2
counseling i
3
Tutored another -62.4%¢ 45,0 -60.5 --45.5  ++61.8 i
student 3
¢
Did extra reading -13.4 13.4 13.5 13.6 +20.2 . f
for class*
Took part in high -45.0 39.6 41.3 -37.1 42.6
school nolitical
campai
Voted in student -55.7 64.2 -64.3 62.9 -62.4
election* o 3
X - &
(+) or (~) indicates a change of %t 5% or more from last year. (++) or (=--) u &

indicates a change of ¥ 10% or more from last year.
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B. Cultural and Religious

Read poetry not
required in course

Visited Art Gallery
or Museum

Played chess

Played a musical
instrument

Attended religious
service

Discussed religion*

C. Political and Interpersonal Relations

Discussed sports*

Discussed future
with parents#*

Arranged date for
another sutdent

Discussed politics*

Took part in other
political campaign

Demonstrated for
racial change

Demonstrated for
military change

Demonstrated for
school change

Read about Civil
Rights

4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
Colleges Inst U U

USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)

58 . 0%** 50.1% 47.5% 47.7% +54.6%
-65.8 63.2 62.9 65.7 +71.8
64, 2%% 53.8 64.8 56.7 61.3
32, 0%* 36.4 35.9 37.6 42.9
91.6 86.2 88.1 83.9 82.2
31.7 24,1 22.8 22.3 27.7

72.9%*%*  58.1% 60.2% 52.6% -49.7%
52, 7x* 34.7 41.7 30.2 34.1
-41.7 44.6 -39.5 41.3 37.5
=40, 2% % -26.6 -28.1 -28.3 37.9
12.8 14.0 13.1). 13.2 19.7
5. 4%* 19.0 10.5 16.3 20.2
3.9%x 14.3 7.6 13.3 18.9
17.8%x 35.5 25.9 33.0 39.3
83.3 82.8 83.2 82.3 85.8

. (+) or (-) indicates a change of ! 5% or more from last year.

’
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D. Personal Behavior %

4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
Colleges Inst U U
USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)
Took tranquilizing 3.2% 4.3% 2.7% 4.1% 4.4% .
pills
Took sleeping pills 2.7 3.6 2.4 3.8 3.5
(] J
Took vitamins +69, O*x* 56.9 58.5 55.1 56.8 ¢
Smoked cigarettes* 6.4 14.5 7.7 12.8 10.6
Drank beer +71.0 68.9 68.4 70.3 67.6 &
Stayed up all night 57.4 60.7 54.2 60.3 59.2

The self-reported behavior of students during secondary school serves as a
good introduction to this section on current and self-predicted future atti-
tudes, opinions, and objectives of college freshmen. New cadets' responses

to questions concerning secondary school attendance and study habits were
generally typical of freshmen at other institutions. There was a consistently
large proportion of cadets as compared to other freshmen reporting partici-
pation in cultural and religious activities. 1In the area of political and
interpersonal relations, cadets indicated a higher willingness than other
freshmen to discuss a variety of subjects with people. Personal behavior 3
traits of cadets for the most part match those of other freshmen; one excep-~ :
tion was the extremely small number reporting that they smoked cigarettes.

*Students were asked to mark each question either ''frequently,” "occasionally’
or "not at all.”" For those items marked with an asterisk, the category of
"frequently' is used above; for all other items, the categories of "fre-
quently' and "occasionally' are combined.

**Where a double asterisk is shown, the absolute difference between USMA and
one or more of the other categories of schools is 10 percent or greater.

(+) or (-) indicates a change of * 5% or more from last year.
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| - 19. Current Political Preference

i ( } 4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
, = 4 Colleges Inst U 1]

; USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)
Far left 1.0% 3.6% 1.8% 3.8% 4.6%

f Liberal 24, 5%* 38.0 32.6 41.1 46.8
Middle of the rozi 43.2 41.4 41.3 39.7 33.9

E " Conservative 29, O*%* 16.1 23.2 14.7 13.7

1 Far Right 1.4 0.9 1.1 0.7 0.9

Some observations can be made about political preferences of cadets and other
college freshmen. USMA cadets as a group indicate a more conservative current
political preference than do any of the norm groups shown. However, there has
been a small (3%) shift toward the liberal end of the spectrum since last year.

i

3 20. Freshmen Views--~"Proportion Agreeing Strongly or Somewhat'

3 ] 4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
k : Colleges Inst U u
i ¥ i USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)
Gov't not controlling 92.1% 90.8% 90.2% 91.4% 93.4%
pollution
F Gov't not protecting 65, 9%* 75.8 68.5 77.6 81.0 ‘ :
_ consumer ‘
3
, Gov't not desegre- 37.6%* 49.9 40.3 48.7 54.5 ;
gating quickly i
Too many rights for 63.6** 52,7 59.2 53.2 43.0
criminals
i 2 Should abolish death 41, 8** 54,8 47.3 54.8 64.1
penalty
1 . Women's activities 50, Ok* 51.0 49.5 45.5 35.8
best in home
i Barely communicate 10.9 19.0 13.2 19.8 18.2
i with parents
i Should legalize 27 ., 4%% 41.1 32.0 46.4 51.6
i marijuana
**Difference between USMA and one or more categories is 10 percent or more.
17
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Freshmen Views--"Proportion Agreeing Strongly or Somewhat' (Continued)

Should discourage
large families

Women should get
Job equality

All should get college
opportunity

Can do little to
change society

College officials have
the right to regulate
student behavior off
campus

Benefit of college is
monetary

Students should help
evaluate faculty

College grades be
abolished

De-emphasize orga-
nized sports

Regulate student
publications

College has right to
ban apeakers

Give disadvantaged
preferential treatment

Colleges too lax on
student protests

Adopt open admissions
at public colleges

Use same degree
standard for all

et s v cindii . -

USMA

69.6%

84.4

40, 1 %%

12,2

61, 2%%

70.9

26, Sxx

19. 0%

34, 4xx

43, 1**

32.7

74.2%*

22.8

83.2

4-Year Tech Pub Pyt
Colleges Inst u U
(Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)
69.6% 70.5% 76.5% 78.3%
83.3 86.0 85.9 90.2
61.3 43.7 58.3 50.8
44.6 41.0 46.7 43.2
14.9 14.4 10.8 10.9
61.8 60.5 61.7 45.8
76.2 73.9 79.0 79.4
42,2 31.9 43.4 40.6
25.4 23.3 28.2 34.0
30.9 30.5 24.9 18.7
28.7 37.3 26.4 21.1
40.3 31.0 35.4 33.2
49.2 63.1 44.2 37.4
32.6 22.4 28.2 25.2
78.0 81.8 78.8 82.5

18

*sDifference between USMA and one or more categories is 10 percent or more.
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20. Freshmen Views (Continued)

The views of new cadets on women's rights, college policies, and the role of
the government differ quite extensively from the views of freshmen in the
norm groups. A smaller proportion of cadets than other freshmen think: the
death penalty should be abolished, marijuana should be legalized, everyone
should get college opportunity, college grades should be abolished, and col-
leges should de-emphasize organized sports. On the other hand, Plebes, more
than other freshmen, felt: there are too many rights for criminals, colleges
should regulate student publications, have right to ban speakers, and are too
lax on student protests.
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College Expectations--"Proportion of students estimating the changes as “ b,
very good they will:" <
Tech Pub Pvt
Colleges Inst U U
USMA (Male) (Male) (Male)
Get married while in 0.9% 4.3% 8.0% 4.9%
college g
Marry within a year 36. 7*xx* 28.4 18.3 14.3
after college
-
Change major field 7.9 8.2 16.2 15.7
Change career choice 9.7 7.3 16.3 16.8
Fail one or more 1.3 1.7 2.4 1.5
courses
Graduate with honors 10.1 9.1 6.1 10.6
Be elected tc a 3.2 2.9 1.2 2.6
student office
Join social Fraternity 27, 7% 25.2 12.9 19.4
Author a published 4.8 3.6 4.5 8.3 : ‘)
article N
Be elected to an 7.8 7.0 3.8 7.6
Honor Society
Drop out temporarily 1.2 0.9 1.5 1.3
Drop out permanently 2.9 1.0 0.5 0.3
Transfer to another 5.6 3.9 8.1 4.7
college
Be satisfied with 64, 7% 63.7 51.1 60.2 .
college
Vote in 1972 7 &7 5 78.8 81.2 83.1 >
Presidential Election
Enlist in Armed 11, O%x* 26.2 2.5 2,7

Services before

graduation

. Bl

20

**Difference between USMA and one or more categories is 10 percent or more.
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21. Co}}ggg Expectations--"Proportion of students estimating the changes as

K\“; very good they will:" (Continued)
4-Year Tech Pub Pvt i
Colleges Inst U U :
USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male) :
; Make at least a "B" 40.0%*  23.7% 35.9% 27.8% 41.3% :
average
Need extra time to 3.6 3.5 3.0 3.9 2.5

get a degree

Work at outside job 3.4%x* 27.2 13.9 30.5 25,2
Seek vocational 10.5 11.6 9.9 11.5 10.8
counseling
&
Seek personal 13.3 8.3 10.2 5.8 8.0 ;
counseling i
Enroll in Honors 11.8 6.3 10.3 8.3 18.1
Course R
Get tutoring help 16, 5** 7.9 11.6 5.5 9T
in courses
1
Be more successful 15.4 11.3 12.2 13.0 13.6
than most

Within the framework of a four year undergraduate education, students were
asked to estimate the likelihood of occurrence of the items listed above
according to the following estimates of occurrence: very good, some, very
little, no chance. Proportions shown above represent only those individuals
estimating chances of occurrence as very good for each item.

Cadets are not allowed to be married while attending the Academy; but within
one year after graduation, the percentage of cadets who expect to marry is

-~ much greater than for the norm groups of institutions. A larger proportion
of new cadets than freshmen in any of the norm groups expected to be satis-
fied with college.

**Difference between USMA and one or more other categories is 10 percent or
more.
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22. Long Run Objectives--'"Proportion of students considering it essential

.|
or very important to:" } £
i 4-Year Tech Pub Pvt . '
j Colleges Inst U uU
i USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)
Be an authority in =79.7%** 66.5% 70.6% 63.3% 65 0% i
any field
Develop a philosophy =77, .8%% 68.7 70.56 67.2 75.2
of life
Raise a family -72, 4% 58.5 64.0 53.2 54.4 3
i
Keep up with -69.5%%  48.8 52.8 48.7 56.2 3
political affairs ]
Have an active 60.5 57.7 56.3 54.2 53.8

social life

Help others in -58.9 58.3 54.0 52.8 59.3
difficulty qu

Have friends dif- 54.1 58.6 54.5 56.3 59.5
ferent from me =
Obtain recognition 53. 1#x 43.9 48.0 42,1 46.9 ' . g
from peers \ t) k ,;
Be very well-off 50.6 47.9 48.6 47.7 43.0 { é
financially § g
Be administratively 45.1%%  26.1 35.1 21.8 21.0 j g
responsible N %
] ® »5
Help clean up 40.4 44.9 42.9 44.7 43.7 ! 3
environment % ,i
' Succeed in my own 38.3%x 49,8 38.0 49.7 43.0 i ;
1 business : =
E | = & E
k| Become a community 35, 7T*% 19.8 22,0 14.8 18.2 g 3
! leader i
i = o
4 Marry within next 35.1%%  23.8 27.6 19.9 14.3 :
{ 5 years 2 ke
Influence social -29.9 29.3 22.8 26.3 32.2 1 ;
i values 3 B
| 1
**Difference between USMA and one or more other categories is 10 percent or . 7

more. i ’




22. long Run Obzectlves--"Proportton of students considering it essential
or very important to:" (Continued)

4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
i Colleges Inst U U
i USMA (Male) (Male)  (Male)  (Male)
s Not to be obligated 29.7% 21, 8% 21.9% 22.3% 21,.3%
E to people
: Participate in com- ~-26.2 26.6 22.3 21.8 25.1
munity action programs
: Inf luence political -25.0 19.7 17.0 18.6 24.6
i structures
Be an expert in 13.7 18.2 14.5 17.0 14.8 ‘ ]
finance k-
Contribute to 13.3 12,3 20.7 15.2 20.3 "_
sclientific theories %
Write original works 12.2 12.9 9.2 13.0 16.9 |
Achieve in a per- 8.2 11.4 7.2 9.3 12.3 Ji
forming art
Participate in Peace 8.1 12.3 8.3 10.7 11.3
Corps/Vista
{
Create works of art 6.4 10.6 7.3 12.6 11.8

Survey respondents were asked to indicate the current importance to them
personally of a number of life~long objectives. A larger proportion ot
cadets than freshmen at norm institutions consider very important or essen-
tial: getting married and raising a family, being an authority in "my"
field, keeping abreast of polltical affairs, obtaining recognition from
peers, being administratively responsible, and becoming a community leader.
On the other hand, fewer cadets than other fregshmen felt it important: to
succeed in their own business, to be an expert in finance, and to create
works of art. The most significant aspect of this year's responses is that
the cadets in the Class of 1975 felt less strongly than the Class of 1974
on each of the above items. Their civilian counterparts also teuded to feel
less strongly than before on most items.

**Difference between USMA and one or more other categories is 10 percent or
more,

(+) or () indicates a change of ! 5% or more from last year. (++) or (=-)
indicates a change of *10% or more from last year.
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23.

Personal Traits--'"Self ratings of better than average on personal

traits.

Academic ability
Athletic ability
Artistic ability
Cheerfulness
Defensiveness

Drive to achieve
Leadership ability
Mathematical ability
Mechanical ability
Originality
Political conservatism
Political liberalism
Popularity (general)

Popularity with
opposite sex

Public speaking
ability

Self-confidence
(intellectual)

Self-confidence
(social)

Sensitivity to
criticism

Stubbornness

Understanding of
others

Writing ability

4-Year Tech Pub Pvt
Colleges Inst U U

USMA (Male) (Male) (Male) (Male)

88, 2%** 56.5% 81.3% 68.6% 83.6%
67.7%% 49.1 54.2 45.3 45.8
16.1 15.5 15.5 18.0 19.0
58.2%x* 50.1 52.1 47.0 47.7
26.8 26.7 26.8 27.1 26.8
80. 4%** 55.0 72.6 56.9 69.8
80, 5*%* 44,1 62.0 43.7 52.1
T1.4%* 40.2 71.7 51.7 65.2
38.2 31.7 47.3 36.8 36.7
46.4 37.0 41.1 40.6 48.7
28, 1%* 12,1 20.1 11.8 15.5
20, 5** 28.0 24.0 32.6 39.9
56, 7** 36.1 43.7 33.7 37.1
51, 7** 33.6 40.5 31.6 31.9
44 2%** 25.2 31.3 25.3 34.1
68, 9%* 43.3 59.5 48.3 62.9
47 .,6%* 33.2 40.5 31.0 33.2
24.7 23.7 24.0 25.2 30.4
43.8 35.9 38.7 37.1 39.9
67.4 61.4 62.3 60.3 66.1
47, 5%* 30.2 34.4 31.8 45.0
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23. Personal Traits (Continued)

O

In a self-rating of personal traits, a larger proportion of new cadets than
freshmen at norm institutions rated themselves as better than average in:
academic ability, athletic ability, cheerfulness, drive to achieve, leader-
ship ability, mathematical ability, political conservatism, popularity,
public speaking ability, self-confidence, and writing ability. The only area
in which new cadets rated themselves lower than all of the norm groups was in

political liberalism.

*xDifference between USMA and one or more other categories is 10 percent
) or more.
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V. SUMMARY

This comparison of new cadets with other college freshmen reveals a number of
characteristics which are similar for both groups, as well as some attributes
which differ markedly. Overall, cadets most resemble students at technical
institutions. As discussed earlier in this report, however, this similarity
should be viewed with caution since the Service Academies constitute a large
proportion (33.3%) of this group norm.

There are several salient aspects of the biographical and socioeconomic char-
acteristics of the USMA Class of 1975. First, minority group representation
is greater than at the public university-related college norms, and is approx-
imately equal to that at technical institutions and private university-related
colleges, while it is lower than the norms for four-year colleges. The geo-
graphical dispersion of cadets is more widespread than for freshmen at other
types of institutions because of the role of Congressional nominations in the
admission's procedure.

The occupation of a cadet's father is most often either a businessman or a
military careerist, while the educational level of both his mother and father
is higher than all the comparison norms except private university-related
colleges.

The secondary school grades and achievements of USMA cadets are, for the most
part, better than those representing the norm groups of institutions. The
measures on which cadets excel include: average secondary school grades,
class rank, and accomplishments or recognition in athletic and extracurricular
activities.

In the area of educational aspirations, a larger proportion of new cadets
desire a graduate degree than do freshmen in any of the norm groups. The
number of cadets interested in professional degrees continues to climb.

In many ways the attitudes, opinions, and objectives of new cadets resemble
those of other freshmen college students. Plebes report consistently high
degrees of participation in athletic, religious, and cultural activities.
Their political and interpersonal relations entail a higher degree of dis-
cussion of a variety of subjects. The current political preferences of
Plebes are more conservative than other freshmen students; however, Plebes
this year are somewhat more liberal than before.

"The good reputation of the college' was noted as a reason for selection of
USMA by eighty-three percent of the Cadets. This was a much higher percen-~
tage than given by any of the norm groups for selecting their colleges.

The cadet typically views his role in shaping educational policies as less
active than do freshmen nationally. However, even among the cadets, more
than two-thirds view the student as having a proper, substantial voice in
influencing policy. The long run or career objectives of cadets reflect
their desire to raise a family, keep abreast of political affairs, be admin-

istratively responsible, provide leadership to the community, and obtain peer O
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(M group recognition. Conversely, they have less desire to succeed in business
or achieve in the performing arts.
In comparison with entering cadets of previous recent classes, the new cadet

in the Class of 1975 perceives himself to be more "involved'" and somewhat
more liberal in attitude. His concerns and aspirations are, in general, more
like those of his fellow freshmen students at civilian colleges and universi-
» ties. He is much more concerned with helping others in difficulty and with
the proper role of the Federal Government in various activities. The percen-
tage of entering cadets interested in the professions (medicine, law, divin- g
ity), while still small, increased since last year.
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YOUR NAME
(hease print) Fust Middie 0r Masten Last 3 7 5 9 3
HOME STREET ADDRESS r g : :
(print) you born ' '
ciry £ STATE 1 Day Year
(peint) (o) Tt Coxle (L anown) i)
-

Dear Student

The intormation in this report s being collected as part of a continuing study ot highet education by
the Amernican Councit on Education  The Council which 1s & non governmental association of colleges
aod educational OrgaNiZations. encourages gnd SOLCIts yOur cooperation n this research i order to
achieve a better understanding of how students are attected by their college expeciences Detalad i [ OO DOOOQ@
formation on the goals and design of this cesearch program are turmished in fesearch reports avadable
from the Council  Identitying information has been requested w acder to make subsequent mal tollow
WP studies possible  Your response will be held in the stoictest professional contidence

Sincerely yours

[ \J:‘“M

Logdn Wilson, President

QOVOOEE OO
DODLOOODO
alalalalnlelelole)

(QIOTOIOIOIOIOTOTO)
SINIOIOIOIOIOTOTON
CLEEEEREEE
(Qlulelalolelulale)
(QIOIOIQIOIOIOIOIC)
[QIOIGICIOIOIOIOIC)

OIRECTIONS  Your responses will be read by an
optical mark reader.  Your careful observance of
these tew sumple rules will be most appreciated

Use only black lead pencil (No. 2% or less).
Make heavy black marks that fill the circle
Erase cleanly any answer you wish to change
Make no stray mackings of any kind

EXAMPLE « . Y

Yo Sew d ' tiy martied’

3 Howold will you be 4 What was your average

on Decomber 31 of grade 1n secondary
this year? (Mark one! wchool?  (Mark aoe:
16 Of younger O Aor A
" @ A
18 O a
19 Q 8

00000

20 C )

20 Q Ce O
228 O - 2.
26 or older O (s} O

Where chd you rank academically w your high
school graduating class’ (M o)
Too Quarter O It Quarter O
20d Quanter \) 4h Quarter C

6 Did you grad from
class of Y197V
Yo \ No Q

y school in the

T Ace you a veteran’ (\Mark oo
No

Yes tasreed o0 Southeast Ade

o~

Yos but | hd 001 serve o0 Southeast Avia

Lo+

10. What is the highest academic

! have attended this college betore

L Came 1O this coliege tam a (o catiege

I came 1o this cotlege Trom o fout yea cotiege o gn

The toll: e qQ deal with plish

This s the st me | have eorobied o callege a8 tisshimgn

Mark il that apeiy!

Wan slected precdent af Gne o AW e STudent Organ: atoms (recog o

by the schoolt

Hecewd a high tating (Gosg £ acelient) i a state or

Par o ated an a state of segional speech o debate contest
B & O (At vy & ey

WO g vty lettas (spos iy

WOn @ 0e o anartt i an an o petition

Eted the sonoot DaDst yearbBOOR . OF Literary maga o

Had porim tones essgys O articles pubioshed

Particpatea o a Natonal Scence Foundat on sumves program

Praced (hrst second O third) 0 @ state or QIONAl SCWICE COntest

Was a member oF & sCholantc honor socety

Won aCertihicate of Mert o Letter of Commendation oo the Nat onal Mot Program

degroe that you intend to

obtain?  (Mark one! Veach column Father  Mother
Noww o CHamimar sehoot of less L\ K\’
Asocate (A A or egun dent) O Koo hgh aehoo O L\
Baneior s dogree (B A B S e vo Hgh AChOO! graauate (3 O
Master s degree (M A M S et ) O Some (ollege O (\
D orbd D O College (wgres L) \\.
MDODODDS wDvm O Pocraduate gegree Q O
LLB o) D (Law @
B O (Dwimity) O 13. Do you have any concern about yous
Other @) ability to tinance your college education®
None that
How many miles is this college Wil have suttic ot fungs! Q
from your home? (Mark ol MR Jane coneer it { s
Socws & 51100 @) Lo probubiy Kave vooueh tondey O
RIU \) 101 S00 o ALHON CONCREN (AL Sure §wilt

1" 50 Lﬁ Aaore than 500 (\

QONM I COntest

e sbie 10 complety o lege

that nught possibly apply
to your high school years. Do not be discouraged by this hist, 1t covers many
areas of interest and few students will be able to say 'ves' ' to many items

12, What is the highest level of tormal educa
ton obtained by vour parents®

ALvs ane

o
i
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o S il
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can o & "

14 For each item indicate if 1t
is a source for financing

:;"e.fio’o l

your education (Mas oo § 8 {
+ saeh row) F¥s
" Part 1w or s work (?(ﬁ\_\
Sav n@s from fu o Line employ ment o&‘,)‘ )
Parvita or tam i gin \"\j \\,
3 Foaera benet 1y Beam parent «
3 G Devet 1y tiom YOur Mulitary service .V:‘ . \\ )
4 Scho ean ps and grants '\) DO
NDE A o8 'r.u--.n v oOsures) loans
- OF LOege 08 Q00 1
Other repayatie l0ans Lj( D \)
E 15 What is your best estimate of the total income
{ast year of your parental tamnly (not your own
1 ¢ family if you are married)? Consider annual in
come from all sources before taxes. (Mais o
1 ; Less mansaooo O $15 000 $19 999 3
$4.000 $5 999 O $20000 524999 O
- $6 000 $7 999 O sp000s20990 O
[. : $8 000 $9 099 Q swoooszagw O I
$10.000 $12 qus \‘) S35 000 $ 34 999 O ’
E s12sn0s1a000 O $40 000 o more )
16 Are you (Mars a0 that apply ) l
White Caucasian O H
Blach Nogro Ao American Yo
American g O |
Ociwita @)
Mexican American/Chicano @ 3
k i‘ Puerto Haan Amwrar O i
3 % Y Other O |
|
|
: 17 Mark one in each ?:::',,m\‘,::, vo:;.:.:::‘ |
' Were Reared Preference

v column
§ Protostant (4

Roman Cathor o

00000

Jewish O
Otnher O
None O

18. in deciding to go to coliege, how im
portant to you was each of the

following reasons’ (Mark one ansaer

Do,,.'"
7 1y
001 e ey

£ for each reason!

s.,,::h
'm,

- My parents wanted me to go

TO be abyie 10 CONtr hute More to My
commun ty

TOhe ati v to get & better o

To gan agenera #ducat on and
soprec ation of deas

H To mprave my read ng and study skiis

There was noth.ng better 1o Jo

To make me g More cultured person

i To be abe to make Mmore Mmoney
To ‘earn more about things that interest me

To meet new and nteresting peopie
To prepare mysel! tor graduate or

profess onel schoo!

T
@)

=@ PRRRRRE® @@ @,

=0 QRRRVR OB Q.
-

=0 QVVOVOe VO ©

19 Below is a general list of things that stu

dents sometimes do. Indicate which of
these things you did during the past year
in school It you engaged in an activity
trequently. mark ® . If you engaged in
an activity one or more times, but not

trequently, mark @ (occasionally) 3
Mark @ (not atall) if you have F§53
nat pertarmed the activity ,; F] 8:
t?tn"'\f |:up'ul year (Mars S 6" 3
Vored o g student electio & \Q\ N
Came late 1o «las @@)\ N
Plaved & muscal instruroent GEORY)
Studied o the Chiary BN
Checsed Out @ DOOs o Joutnag!

teom the school Library r’\ N
Atranged o date for another student B0 N
beerilent wod mossed @ olas

APPO I tment NO N
Head sbout cOlngate rights and

respony b ites of students {0@'.N\

" " — N 2B
Typed a Nomework assignimen HON
Discussed my Tuture with my parents @ l@ N

Faded 1o compiete g homework

#%5 goment O time ®@ L[d\
Argued with @ teache o class [GIOI
Attenaed a reliious service PON

Demonstrated tor a change n

SOME rac@l O ethoig policy

(QIOIY
QIO

Demonstiated 1or a change
some mulitaty POLicy
Demonstrated tor a change in

some adininistrative policy of

HOW®

Oe®
QIO
(GIOXY
(GIOL)

my high school
Did extra (unassigned) reading
tOr & course
TOOK sieep ng pidls
Tutored another student
Played (hess
Head poetry n0t connected with
[GIOIO
®o®
QIO
GIOIN)
Visited an art galisey Of museum ®@ ®
Worked in a school political campaign @@@
Worked in a local state, or national

pOlitical campaign ®@®

Missed schoo! because of iliness

A course
Took a tranquibizing piil
Oiscussed renigon

Took vitamins

Smoked Cigarettes
Discussed politics
Drank beer
Discussed sports
Read about civil rights and hiberties ®©®
Asked ateacher for advice after class ® @ @
Had vocational counseling
Stayed up alt night

. How would you Fartett O
characterize Uiberal O
your political Middie of the road O
views? (Mark one)  Conservative

Far cght

Q
1 1

30

21 Mark only three responses one n
each column.
- - \__3‘_- probaty e career LuoCupat on
| = Your father s occupation

|

~ YOur mother s occupet on

008

NOTE

please indicate his (her) last occupation

1t your tather (or mother) s deceased

| Accountant of actuary NEN
R e i
A\ et
| A
L LAY
i AUSSNE TN )
a1 1. adnwastemons (T )R
A WRet Of EOIMIELOr AR n
Bun “ @ oty et E ™
Clergy WOt pEiest &
ergy (Other cengous) (;\ ()
Gl at Dy chologist )“';\lﬁ‘

4

College tracher

Computes programmes G '{4
Conservationist or {orester UL
Dentist Lndiuding orthoaontist) '; @ \:‘
Diet tian O home econom st @ @ y‘,
Engunees Qee
Farmer or rancher ® @ @
Forego service worker

Cncluding dipiomat) @ @
Housewite Qe
Itecon decoraton

e uming desgaer) @ \",‘ @
Interpreted (transiaton! @\F) \13'
Lats tec Niician O hygenist \')@@
Law entorcement ofticer ®E®

s

©

@
2

4

Lawy et fattorney )

de o el G

' Musician Gy rforme .-“‘II'U\-!!@&) &
Nurse ﬁ@\‘m
Optometnse —\\,@E
Physican @9\'@
SChoO! Lounseion @@@

School principal or
supenintendent
Scientitic researcher

Soc @ worker

SIS1010)
@33

Statistician
Therapist (physical,

)

~

occupational speech)
Teacher (elementary)
Teachut (secandary!
Veterinarian

Writer Of journalist

SICICTOIOIG
PR3

Skitled trades
Other
Undecided

OLRAOBROL YOG

Laborer (unskilied)
Semi skilled worker
Other occupation

OICTG)
29Q

Unemployed

®e
11 i
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Rate yourself on each of the following traits as you
really think you are when compared with the ge
student of your own age. We want the most accurate
estimate of how you see yoursell  (Mark one for sach

terms) Above Below
Average Average
Mighest 10 Lowest 10
B ~¢'wl Avv:m h':l.‘“

Academic syl ity ¥ . k) Q

Arhietc st ty 0.0 O

Artatg stvlity \.\ (& O O
heertuiness ) i Q :)

Detenyivenes L () \}

Drive 1o schieve Q Y. . Q

L eadership atul ty 0. 0O @)

Mathematical abwiity ‘\“ ;:’ L?

Mechanical bty \\' Q C

Originality ()

Politcal conservatiam O

Poiitical ibecalism \‘/\

S

o
Popularity C‘ O
Papular ity with the 0pposte sex Q O
Public speak ng aby ity O
Seif Contidence Lnteilectom! O
Seit contidence (oo al) O
Sensitivity tQ ¢t tiosm
Stubbornness
Undedstandiag of others
Writing abelity

000000000000 LO0
000000000000 OO0000OO0
000000000000

Q000000
O

Mark one Agree Strongly

-~ e
0 each Agree somewhat a g
row Disagree somewhat ? $
Dusagree strongly S : ;
5
The Federal guvwrnment i not doing : ‘I 3
SCOUgh O CONTED! CACTONTR tal T < Q Q
potiunion 0.0Q.0. .0
The Fedoral gover nment s oot do
NG eNOUGh 10 PrOtect the COnsumMer
trom tauity Quods and services D SUE B 9 m S b

The Federal gover nment s not

0 NG SaQUgh 1O OOty

SChoo! desegregat o O
There 100 Much congern in the

courts for the rights of criminals O
The death penaity should he aboishea O
The sctvities of marcied women are

best contined 10 the home and family O
The generation gan  bDetween me and

O 00 O
O 00 O

Y D@ENTL S S0 great that we can
Darely communicate
Mar s sana should be legal red
Pacents should be discoursged from
having ‘arge familes O
Women should receive the seme saimy
and opportunities for advancement
a5 men 0 comparabile PosIIONS O
Everybody should be given an 0pportun
ity 10 gO to college regardiess of past
pertormance or apt tude test scores
Realistically a0 inchividust Person cen
do littie 1o bring about changes in

Our saciety O
sy nnnue

(0]6]
Q" Q0 00

mCr. O QOO0 O 00 O
=0 0. 0 00

24 Mark one Agree strongly
n each Agree vomewhat
Onagree somewhat
o Disagree strongly

Cotlege o0l have the Hght 1O regulate studet be

havior oM campus

The (heef benetit 0F 3 C0llege educat on that
NOERAsEs 0N § Pl ning DOwer
Facuity PHomOTons should be based «n part o

student evaluations
Coltege Qrades shoutd e sl shed

Coilegrs would te s v 1§ Org o 2e0 <pos !

were de emphasized
Stuttent PublCAtONg SHd i i e Ly COollege ot t
Coltege ot Cials have the (ght Ta bga person, o 1

EXtreme views LEOm speak g 00 Campus
Studdents from disadvantaged ol back@rounds sho
be given prefeceatial treatment i (o' lege adm ssians
Most coltege ofticials have hewo 100 lgn 1 dealing
Wth Cludie oL POTes TS OO Campus
Open admissions (admitting anyone who applies!
shoutd be adonted by @ Dubiicy supPorted Collnges
Even it employs 0oen adtimissans & college shoud
use e same performance standands 1 awarding

degrees 1o all students

What (s your best guess as to the chances that
you will:  (Mark one tor each item)

Get married whie in (olinge’

Get marned withun 3 yvear atter (0l iege

Vote i the 1972 president @l election”

Enfist o the armed services belore Qgraduating

Change major Ll

Change L@ ver chon
Fal one or more courses’

Gradust® with honors?

Be elected 10 a student ottce’

o a soca traternity sorornity or club?
Be clected 10 a0 academ . hanar sooety *

Make at leasta B average”

o

Need extra time 10 COomOiete yOut dwree ragur ements ®

Have 10 work at an outside oL

Seek vocatonal counseling’

Seek individual counseling On personal probims
Enroi in honoes courses

Get tutornng heip o specitic courses®

Author of ¢o author a pubished artie”

Be more successtul after graduation than most stude s

attending this college’

Drop out of this college temporaniy (exciude transter ot

Orop out permanently (o xclude transferring) *
Transter to another college hrfore gradusting’
Be satistitd with your college '

T ————
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.~
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Do you feel that you will need any special tutoring or remedial work 1n any

of the following subjects? (Marx a1 that avoiy )

Enghish Mathematios S oence

Reading o Socal studies

@)
i i

O w@n language

Q
o)
11
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27 Below s austof 68 ditterent und«quduau major tields 28. \ndicate the importance to you pcﬂom\\y of each &
qouptd nto genera! categornes: 4,;/)__‘;.':: of tne 68 of the following: (Mark one 10! each 1tem? - 5"
¢ aras s fOVoWs i? .’F

3§5§
O Fratino e tyou' prubab'e najor 1ed ot stuly! .,;? ; E“ :5
@ Second noce Becor 9 accomplhisned , one of the petform garts S¥S £
@ Tne tiid of 5t @y wnen ‘gﬂa‘.uo‘ \g 10 YOU L ac1ng, BNt ag, etc ) eV 3 "
\ Becoming 3" autnor ity 10 MY feld ) G
ARTS AND NUMAN\T\ES PROFESSlONAL \ Outaning 1€ ogrition feom my L0 sagues for €O
Argnitectur® '\‘ @ ‘D Health Techn© o9y "\ rrbutions 10 Y wpecial terd grivy S
g sh oratur® :.@;, (nadicet, denid! \ intiuencing ne potical st Jerare = ‘V'\s'(
v st G @ Q? L aboratofy! O@@ \\ infiuencing so¢'! values eV
= Q"J:’O Nursn9 G@)@ \\ Rassing 3 famY e
ourna g 01 (_-‘-/ Prar nacy @@@ {\ Having an active s0c:ad! e {(FA 4
snguage ol . Predentistey O 2) @ \\ Having friends with @ifferent Dac wgrounas andd
Lanrguad® yner) Prelaw @@@ ‘\ nterests trom mine eV
AMus prprmedicd O(}) @ \ gecorming a0 pxpert 11 finance and commerce ﬁ i\
PrisOPDY Preerernary ® l’(‘_:) \ Haying adm Lstratve responsi! Y jor the work of others €
Gpeech and jrama Therapy |0 spat '\ Being very we'! oft financiatty I‘EYG) S ~N)
Theo! 0gY physicd! sprech) @@@ Helping others who are N diftthculty ) /)
It Othe! ®®® Parucipat tion ke the peace Cores Vista (A

8i0 LOGICAL SC\ENCE

a.0109v |97 P

sty 0e0

@i

giouhys'c® @ @@)
gotany oL
200100V o€
ot lolel®

BUS\NESS
Accounti9 029
Business adm? O@@

Eloctrond data

processin9

Gecretana! qruihes @@
Other @@@
ENG\NEER!NG

Aeronauticd olol®
Cw 000
Cremica 0o0©
Ewrlllca‘ @@@
industrid' @@@

Mechamical

Otrer

PHYS\CAL SC\ENCE
Chemistry
garth science

Aathematics

arked in the above \ist.

Becommng 3 commun'ty
SOCIAL SC\ENCE Mak 1!

Anthropo 99Y

qa \noovem.al cor

O]
@
©

Economcs
£ ducato” @@ L
HistoTY

ence

polnical S¢ Being SUC cessful 10

tgove’ ament, gecoming
1 rerations!

Psycho'ogy particpat’ng ma

00
00C
lolels

Soc1d work
Soc10'09Y

other 29.
OTHER FIELDS

Agriculture

lolelS

ole]C]
lolele)
lolele,

Commumcnhons
(radio. T v ewc)
Compute’ Science
Enwmnmema\ Science
Electronics Because of low tumon
Hechno\oqv\
Forestry

o0 |

My guidance counselo’

Home economics was not accepted
industrial arts

Library ccience

ng nan organt?a

(‘.rPa(r'rqa!hshc work (pan
¥eening ub 1o date with ponmal

2 busines

Developd F) meln-ng’u\ philos

communty act

this pamculav college.
deciding
(Mark one answer {or each state

My relatives wanted me 10 €O

who had been her
O @ ® Becaus® of the specd) educunon;l

1eader

e ihutian 1

never bend obngned 10 peopte

This college has a very good reputatio®

Most of MY triends are going t© this colfed®

anvwhere else
advised Me 10 g°

| wanted 1© \we at home

s of my own

ophy ot ute

Getung married within the next five years

ment )

me here

o suence

Writing ongina works (poems. nove!s short qrores.ett l

\mq,sculm\m- (k(‘()(ahr\gf\L t
aitarrs
grams 1@ clean up the environt

vlwo‘ved n Pro

on program

that might
to attend

How {mportant was
to come here?

e betore adwised M? 10 90

pvogums offered

€

ev 2®
AL
®HVO®
oL

nent '€

Miitary science
Physica! education
D\RECT\ONS:

and recreat’o”

Other ! lechmca\\

The remaining circles are pro-
vided for items w‘:maﬁv de-

PhysCs Other
Sratstics @@@ (nomechmcal) ®®© sgned bY your college. rather
Other 00 Undecided 10101C] than by the America® Counci!
on €ducation \t your college
SAm—cE= has chosen o use the cicles,
rve Wy the su \e-

please be sur€ (hat only three circles observe caretully T L

Raae, S mental directions given you.
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- APPENDIX B

LIST OF COLLEGES INCLUDED IN ACE NORM GROUPS:

Four Year Colleges
Technical Institutions
Public University-related Colleges

Private University-related Colleges
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FOUR YFAR COLLEGES (229) }

Alabama State University

Allegheny College

Amherst College

Appalachian State Univercsity

Aquinas College «
Athens College

Augustana College

Austin College

Austin Peay State College

Baptist Bible Seminary

Bard College

Bates College

Beaver College

Beloit College

Benedictine College

Bennington College

Berea College

Bethany Lutheran College and Theological School
Bluffton College

Bowdoin College

Bowie State College

Buena Vista College

California Institute of Technology

Carleton College D
Carroll College

Carson-Newman College

Central Methodist College
Centre College of Kentucky
Chatham College

Chestnut Hill College

Claremont Men's College

Colby College

Colgate University

College of Charleston

College of Mount St. Vincent
College of Our Lady of the Elms
College of St. Benedict ’
College of St. Catherine
College of St. Rose
Columbia College
Connecticut College
CUNY, John Jay College
Dartmouth College
Davidson College

Davis and Elkins College
Defiance College
Delaware State College 3 !
Delaware Valley College of Science and Agriculture <

= WYk R A

T Y

prrecse e SR
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FOUR YEAR COLLEGES (Continued)

Denison University

DePauw University

Dickinson College

Dominican College of Blauvelt
Dominican Cullege of 3an Rafael
Doane College

Earlham College

East Central State College
Eastern Mennonite College
Eisenhower College

Elizabeth City State College
Elizabethtown College

Emory and Henry College
Erskine College

Findlay College

Fisk University

Florida Presbyterian College
Framingham State College
Franklin and Marshall College
General Motors Institute
Geneva College

George Williams College
Georgia Southwestern College
Gettysburg College

Grank Canyon College
Guilford College

Hamline University
Hampden-Sydney College
Hampton Institute

Harding College

Haverford College
Heidelberg College

Hiram College

Hofstra University
Immaculate Heart College
Iowa Wesleyan College

Ithaca College

John Brown University
Johnson C. Smith University
Kansas Wesleyan University
Lafayette College

Lake Forest College

Lakeland College

Lebanon Valley College
LeMoyne College

Lenoir-Rhyne College

lewis and Clark College
Lincoln University
Lindenwood College
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FOUR YEAR COLLEGES (Continued)

lLock Haven State College
Longwood College

loretto Heights College
Iuther College

MacMurray College

Madison College

Madonna College

Manchester College

Manhattan College

Marian College of Fond du lac
Marietta College

Marlboro College

Mars Hill College

Marymount College

Marywood College

McPherson College

Medaille College

Mercy College of Detroit
Merrimack College

Milligan College

Monmouth College

Morningside College

Morris Brown College

Mount Holyoke College

Mount St. Mary's College (MD)
Mount St. Mary College (NY)
Nathaniel Hawthorne College
National College of Education
Nazareth College of Rochester
Newark College of Engineering
North Carolina A&T State College
North Carolina Wesleyan College
Northern Michigan University
Northland College

Occidental College

Ohio Dominican College

Ohio Wesleyan University
Oklahoma Christian College
0ld Dominion University
Ottawa University

Our lady of the Lake College
Pace College

Pepperdine College
Philadelphia College of Art
Philadelphia College of the Bible

Philadelphia College of Pharmacy & Science

Philander Smith College
Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn

T G ST SR ad U T, B W 4
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FOUR YEAR COLLEGES (Continued)

Providence College

Randolph Macon College

Regis College

Rhode Island College

Rider College

Rockford College ¢
Russell Sage College

St. Anselm's College

St. Edward's University : .
St. John College of Cleveland
St. John's College

St. John Fisher College

St. John's University

St. Joseph's College (IN)

St. Joseph's College (PA)

St. Lawrence University

St. Mary's College of California
St. Mary's Dominican College

St. Meinrad College

Salem College

Salisbury State College

Sarah Lawrence College

Sienna College -
Simpson College { ‘) 3
South Carolina State College S .
Southeastern Massachusetts University =

Southern Illinois University (Edwardsville) #
Southern State College (AR)
Southern State College (SD)
Southwest Minnesota State College
Spalding College

Spelman College

Spring Hill College

Stephens College

Stetson University

Stevens Institute of Technology
SUNY at Brockport

SUNY at Geneseo

Susquehanna University

Swarthmore College

Sweet Briar College )
Talladega College

Tennessee State University

Transylvania College

Trinity College

Union College

U.S. Air Force Academy

U.S. Coast Guard Academy

et RO A R e




FOUR YEAR COLLEGES (Continued)

U.S. Military Academy

U.S. Naval Academy

University of Dayton

University of Maine (Farmington)
University of Maine (Ft. Kent)
University of Maine (Machias)
University of Redlands
University of San Francisco
University of Tennessee (Chattanooga)
Upsala College

Valparaiso University

Virginia Military Institute
Virginia State College

Virginia Union University

Walsh College

Washington and ILee University
Wayland Baptist College
Waynesburg College

Webb Institute of Naval Architecture
Webster College

Wellesley College

Wesleyan University

West Chester State College
Western Illinois University
Western New England College
Westminster College

Wheaton College

Whitman College

Williams College

Winston-Salem State College
Wisconsin State University at Whitewater
Wittenberg University

Wofford College

Xavier University

Yankton College
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TECHNOLOGICAL INSTITUTIONS (12)

California Institute of Technology
General Motors Institute

Newark College of Engineering
Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn
Southeastern Massachusetts University
Stevens Institute of Technology

U.S. Air Force Academy

U.S. Coast Guard Academy

U.S. Military Academy

U.S,. Naval Academy

Virginia Military Institute

Webb Institute of Naval Architecture

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES (17)

Iowa State University of Science & Technology
Miami University (Oxford Campus)

Montana State University

North Dakota State University

Oklahoma State University

Southern Illinois University

University
University
University
University
University
University
University
University
University

of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of

Alabama

California (Santa Barbara)
California (Santa Cruz)
Delaware

Illinois

Iouisville

Massachusetts

South Carolina

Wisconsin (Milwaukee)

Virginia Polytechnic Institute
Wayne State University

PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES (14)

Adelphi University (Main Campus)
Brandeis University

Bradley University

Drake University

Johns Hopkins University

Loyola University (Illinois)
Northeastern University
Princeton University

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rice University

Seton Hall University

Texas Christian University
University of Rochester
Vanderbilt University
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Stcum‘ Classification
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DOCUMENT CONTROL DATA-R&D .

(Security classilication ol title, body of abstrect and indexing ion must be d when the 1l report is tlanalllodl

' ORIGINATING ACTIVITY (Comparate suthor) 28. REPORT SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

Office of Institutional Research UNCLASSIFIED

United States Military Academy T T
West Point, New York 10996

3. REPOAT TITLE

A Comparison of New Cadets at USMA with Entering Freshmen at Other Colleges, Class
of 1975
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